GROUND LEVEL 

The kitchen, dining, living 
area comprises the major 
space of the house. A garage, 
darkroom with (photography) 
washing sinks, heater, and a 
toilet occupy the northerly 
portion. 
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living room below (east) and 
beyond, garden terrace, pines 
and cypresses. To the west is 
the glorious Pacific. This 
exciting multipurpose space 
includes a toilet with marble 
top lavatory and a spacious 
tiled shower with travertine 
trim. 
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THE GREAYT HIGH WAY 1986 


2020 THE GREAT HIGHWAY SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


A TOWNHOUSE, AN URBAN VILLA, CYPRESSES AND PINES ON A HIGHWAY 
BY THE SEA, TWENTY MINUTES TO THE OPERA AND THE SYMPHONY, 
FORTY MINUTES TO THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA BERKELEY CAMPUS, 
FIFTEEN MINUTES TO THE U.C. PARNASSUS AVENUE CAMPUS. A PLACE 
TO LIVE, TO ENJOY LIFE AND TO RETIRE, AND, IF ONE DESIRES, WITH 
SPACE ON WHICH TO BUILD FOR INCOME. 


The property, in its present use, comprises two lots each 37'6” wide, total frontage 75’ (originally 
three typical lots, each 25’ wide). With 37’6” as a lot width, in effect 126” wider than the con- 
ventional early 25 foot lot, a plan evolved that gives new meaning to row housing in an urban 
community by permitting kitchen-dining-living relationships at ground level to overflow onto a 
garden terrace. 
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As the trees grew and the 

garden developed, the house 

gained “‘scale’’ and charac- 

ter. The vertical beauty of 

Redwood boards and battens 
pictured here, now take their > 
place with gesturing out- 

stretched branches of soaring 
Monterey pines, with maybe 

a robin or two. 


The spaciousness of the main 
living area is a volume of 
tranquility by day and by 
night. The projecting balcony 
creates a space with “‘scale”’ 
appropriate to dining. The > 
south wall carries a great dis- 
play rig, satisfying in itself, 
that found interminable use 
for display arrangements over 
the years (prints, drawings, 
engravings, current pin-up 
clippings). 


A kitchen worker at his task 

can see the garden trees 

(eastward), and beachward 

glimpse heads and shoulders 

of horsemen riding the > 
equestrian path nearby. He 

is always part of the party, 

yet kitchen mess is out of 

sight of the party. 


While living at ground level was given high priority in space planning, bedrooms 
were assigned to the upper level proper; on the east the master bedroom receives morning sun, 
the floor level merges with the tree foliage outside. On the west a panoramic sweep of the Pacific 
Ocean is a perpetual visual delight. Jade grey green in the overcast summer months, seething 
white surf of winter storms, Mediterranean ultramarine in the early weeks of spring. 

Photographic reproductions illustrate the state of the house in 1953, about three 
years after completion in 1950. Interior sand finish plaster in a pale greyish off-white integral 
color used on upper and lower level is the original work and has never been refinished or otherwise 
tampered with in corrective measures subsequent to the day plasterer Fred Meiswinkel himself 
put down his mortar board and trowel. The incredible present state of the original unpainted 
sand finish plaster work bespeaks with spectacular certainty the structural design and execu- 
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tion of the structural framing and concrete foundations (A. V. Saph, Jr., Structural Engineer, 
F. S. Marshall, General Contractor, both deceased, and Clyde Bentley, Mechanical-Electrical 
Engineer). Complementing the texture of the plaster, certain walls are treated in 1” X 4” T&G 
vertical grain Douglas fir in natural finish. 

Ceilings at lower level of the house (dining space, hall, entry) are fashioned from 
narrow strips of natural finish Douglas fir spaced about ,” apart—an architectural treatment 
with excellent acoustic properties (important with an “open kitchen”’), and also one which adapts 
with ease to an effective scheme of illumination, so unobtrusive its presence escapes notice. 

Floor finish material on the ground level is 4” x 8” quarry tile over a concrete struc- 
tural slab at grade. The floor finish on the upper level, 6” cork tile on finished plywood over a 
structural plywood subfloor, is in excellent condition after 35 years of use. 


Kitchen work counters and 
equipment are screened off by 
the 4°/2 foot high counter at : 
right. Kitchen noises are ef- : 
fectively muffled by acoustic ; 
ceilings in kitchen and in 
dining area (wood slat treat- 
ment). A powerful exhaust 
blower (on roof ) removes 
kitchen odors silently. Over- 
table illumination is resolved 
with an absence of distract- 
ing dangling fixture elements. 
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NOTE 
The table illustrated, ten feet | 
long, four feet wide, designed to 
blend with the space and setting, 
is a lamination of Douglas fir and 
Ponderosa pine, both of which 
were used in the house construc- 


tion and interiors. 


The straight-run stairway connecting the lower level with the upper level is provided 
with an electro-mechanical chair lift (Sedgwick “Stair-Chair”). More than luxury convenience, 
this facility, equipped with finger-touch control for up or down conveyance, makes living on 
two levels possible for the elderly or for cardiac patients. 

The kitchen is equipped with a custom built-in refrigerator, stainless steel inside 
and outside, and silent at all times (the motor and compressor are in an enclosure outdoors). 
The Thermador 6-burner stainless steel counter top, cooking unit, and also the under-counter 
self-cleaning oven, as well as a top-of-the-line waste disposal unit in the (original) stainless steel 
sink, are new and have not seen use. The (Kitchen-Aid) dishwasher is in excellent condition. A 
wet bar with Roman travertine counter and stainless steel sink are conveniently located, separate 
from but adjacent to the dining-living area. A darkroom is equipped with custom built stainless 
steel developing sink (special alloy) and teakwood trim. Custom built stainless steel washing 
sinks are outside the darkroom. 


all photos by Roger Sturtevant 


On the upper level are two bedrooms and two bathrooms, and on the balcony 
(over the dining area) is a spacious study with view to the west and the ocean. The balcony space 
with bathroom was planned to easily adapt to bedroom use, with minimum alteration. For the 
life of the house, the balcony has served at times as studio, library, conference room and, on 
occasion, to sleep an overnight guest. 


A 
The illustration shown above is drawn in the proportion of the balcony window (four feet high by six feet wide). 
Itis included with these notes in the hope that the sketch might convey, however crudely, an impression of a far off spectacle, a storm at sea. 
Although the house was planned to be lived in in all its parts, with some focus on the terrace garden, trees, and potted plants, in retrospect, 
after nearly forty years in the house, certain special conditions and moods of nature brought singular importance to this window as a feature 
of the house to give its owners delight, pleasure and inspiration. From time to time the beach is visited by a fearful tempest. Huge rolling 
waves, frothy foamed, stretch white to the horizon, are seen through veils of driving rain and angry tumbling clouds. Heady stuff of 
unsurpassable beauty—not eclipsed by even the bursting, budding magic of Spring in the rear garden. 
<< Looking toward kitchen, dining area, and entry; balcony above. View window appears just above kitchen 
window below. Trowelled cement floor finish shown, is presently quarry tiled. The top light admits abundant diffused and cheery light 
throughout the year. The spacious fireplace functions perfectly in the wildest weather. E.B. 


-GrubbcEllis 


for more information concerning this exceptional property shown exclusively by 


Fohn LoCoco 


call office 


415 / 922 +7100 


This statement with the information it contains is given with the understanding that all negotiations relating to the purchase, renting, or leasing of the property 
described above shall be conducted through this office. The above information while not guaranteed has been secured from sources we believe to be reliable. 
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